
Year 8 Recommended Read 

MYSTERY AND ADVENTURE 

Agatha Christie – The Body in the Li-

brary  

Frank Cottrell Boyce – Millions, Framed, Cosmic 

Siobhan Dowd – The London Eye Mystery  

Charlie Higson – Silverfin (Young James Bond 

series)  

Anthony Horowitz – Stormbreaker (Alex Rider 

series)  

Andrew Lane – Young Sherlock Holmes Series  

Sophie McKenzie – Girl, Missing, The Medusa 

Project  

Andy McNab – Boy Soldier (series)  

Michael Morpurgo – Kensuke’s Kingdom  

Phillip Pullman - The Ruby in the Smoke  

Louis Sachar – Holes, Small Steps  

HORROR / GHOST STORIES 

Catherine Fisher – The Ghost Box  

Derek Landy – Skullduggery Pleas-

ant  

Stephanie Meyer – Twilight (series)  

Tom Palmer – Ghost Stadium  

Marcus Sedgwick – My Swordhand is Singing 

 Darren Shan – Cirque du Freak Series  

Darren Shan – The Demonata Series  

Robert Swindells – Room 13 J 

ohn Wyndham – Day of the Triffids  

 DYSTOPIAN  

Malorie Blackman – Noughts and Crosses  

Suzanne Collins - The Hunger Games James 

Dashner – The Maze Runner  

Sally Gardner – Maggot Moon  

Michael Grant – Gone (series)  

Lois Lowry – The Giver  

Veronica Roth – Divergent 

(series) 

Scott Westerfeld – Uglies (series  

FANTASY 

Eoin Colfer – Artemis Fowl (series)  

Cornelia Funke - Inkheart  

C.S Lewis – The Chronicles of Narnia  

William Nicholson – The Wind Singer 

 Christopher Paolini - Eragon (series)  

Phillip Pullman - Northern Lights (series)  

Rick Riordan – Percy Jackson (series) 

 J.K Rowling – Harry Potter (series)  

JRR Tolkien -The Hobbit, The Lord of the 

Rings (series)  

MODERN POETS 

John Agard - Flag, Put the Kettle On 

 Simon Armitage - Kid, Clown Punk  

Gillian Clarke - Catrin, Cold Knap Lake  

Imtiaz Dharker - Blessing  

Carol Ann Duffy - Valentine 

 Seamus Heaney - Follower  

Tony Harrison - Long Distance II  

Grace Nichols - Hurricane Hits England  

HUMOUR 

David Walliams  - Code Name Bananas, THE Midnight Gang 

Rachel Renee Russell—Dork Diaries  

Jeff Kinney—Diary of a Wimpy Kid series 

Jim Smith—Barry Loser series 

Alexander McCall Smith—Marvellous Mix-Ups 

Malorie Blackman—Whizziwig 

 



Year 8 Recommended Reads 

 

LITERARY GREATS  

William Blake - Tyger, Tyger, The Lamb 

 Robert Browning - My Last Duchess,  

Walter De La Mare - The Listeners  

Emily Dickinson -Sonnet 43  

Rudyard Kipling - If Christina Rossetti - Remember, Cousin Kate  

William Shakespeare - Sonnet 116, Sonnet 130  

Samuel Taylor Coleridge - Rime of the Ancient Mariner  

William Wordsworth - Daffodils  

DRAMA 

Pig-Heart Boy, Malorie Blackman ‘Everybody deserves the chance to fly.’  

 My Name is Mina and Skellig, David Almond ‘The mind is a place of wonder.’  

My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece, Annabel Pitcher ‘I stared up at the sky…just in 

case God was watching. I don't like being spied on.’  

Jake’s Tower, Elizabeth Laird ‘What we like to think of ourselves and what we really 

are, rarely have much in common.’  

 Refugee Boy, Benjamin Zephaniah ‘What we really need is a culture of peace.’  

STORIES FROM DIFFERENT CULTURES  

Little Soldier, Bernard Ashley 

 ‘Revenge is a terrible thing to live with.’  

 Lost for Words, Elizabeth Lutzeier The story of a Bangladeshi’s girl first 

year in London.  

The Garbage King, Elizabeth Laird ‘ 

Inspired by the true story of an African childhood lived on the edge of 

destitution.’   

No Turning Back, Beverley Naidoo Sipho runs away from home and joins a 

gang of children on the streets of Johannesburg.  

 Shadow, Michael Morpurgo ‘This is the story of Aman, as told in his own 

words. He is a boy from Afghanistan fleeing the horror of the Afghan 

war.’  

Under the Persimmon Tree, Suzanne Fisher-Staples Northern Afghani-

stan, 2001 – Najmah makes a dangerous journey over the mountains 

from Afghanistan to Pakistan. Will she be safe there?  

Zlata’s Diary, Zlata Filipovic The diary of a young girl who lived in Sarajevo 

when it was under siege.  

AK, Peter Dickinson A boy soldier is told to bury his AK rifle. Will he ever 

need it again  


